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Office of Air Quality 

Indianapolis, IN  
 
 
Subject:  Exceptional Events Flagging for Fire Event 
 
Parameter:  PM2.5 

 
Sites:  Jeffersonville and New Albany 
 
Dates:  November 12, 2005 
 
Reason: Smoke from a fire at the Fort Knox Military Reservation that was 

caused by tracer rounds that ignited a brush pile, causing a brush fire 
which  impacted the Jeffersonville and New Albany areas. The fire was 
allowed to burn because unexploded ordinance in the area prevented fire 
crews from moving in. See the included Louisville Courier Journal Article 
dated November 13, 2005 for details.  

 
Data:  Table 1 shows daily FRM averages prior to, during, and after the event. 

There was a definite rise in values on November 12.  Even though the 
values at the Jeffersonville site were lower than the New Albany values, 
the smoke plume map from the NOAA Satellite and Information Service is 
shown to also be impacting it as well.  New Albany was near the center of 
the plume, while Jeffersonville was near the edge.   
The Wind Rose for this date indicates the predominance of south 
southwest wind, directly from Fort Knox.   

 
Maps:  Images of maps from NOAA Satellite and Information Services show the 

smoke plume over the New Albany/Jeffersonville Metro Area on 
November 11-12, 2005. 
 

 
Table 1 

 FRM PM2.5 24-hour Averages  
 
 

Date 
 

New Albany 
18-043-1004 

New Albany (col)  
18-043-1004 

Jeffersonville 
18-019-0006 

11/9/05 10.5 no sample 11.7 
11/12/05 33.2 34.4 21.4 
11/15/07 7.0 no sample 8.1 
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Wind rose for November 12, 2005 clearly showing prevailing winds from the 
direction of the Fort Knox fire 
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Smoke map from November 12, 2005 showing the smoke plume coming from Fort Knox 

and impacting the New Albany/Jeffersonville areas 
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